
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
theUnderling 

THE BUZZ FROM BELOW Free – the only thing here that is 

 
GO GENTLE 

Mama Thames says: ‘Personally, I see little difference between this election and the last, 
when Lady Neon joined the Council of Arches. There’s always someone fiddling while Rome 
burns, and the sooner we get it out of the way so there can be some stability to focus on 
things that really matter, the better. Having said that, I obviously wish the best of luck to all 
candidates. And may the best Gentle win.’ 

JUST IN! 

Above invading your personal space? Digs and holes hard to come by? You need to visit the THIRD CIRCLE SEWERS! With miles of 
tunnels to choose from and a variety of communal caverns, there’s no better place to call home. Contact Barry for more details. 

 

Meet the would-be 
gentles before they 
rise to the Council of 
Arches  
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Late candidate entry?! 
Word on the street is that many 
independent citizens have called on 
Blind Justice - a respected and neutral 
fragment - to stand for the gentle 
election. 
 
Blind Justice has advised the Council of 
Arches for decades on points of 
precedence. He has a reputation for 
fairness. Who better to sit with our 
current gentles and help guide the 
Underside? 

Last year the Council of Arches - the closest London Under comes to a governing body - lost the much-
respected figure of Father Abbott, Gentle of the Black Friars, who died in bed of a heart attack.  
 

This has left the 12th seat on the Council vacant. That means it’s time for an election. The Underside is, 
of course, not a democracy, but the Council pays close attention to what the gangs want and it is rare 
indeed for it to go against the vox populi in the selection of a new Gentle. 
 

This is the first election we’ve had in decades, though there were two in the 20th Century. So... who will 
your gang vote for? 

MEET THE CANDIDATES:  
WHY SHOULD ANYONE VOTE FOR YOU? 

This Floating Market is kindly hosted over Regent’s Canal 
by the Tideways.  
Master of Ceremonies: Mama Thames 

A WORD FROM OUR GENTLES   

Cord, Black Friars 
“The Black Friars can provide 
a valuable voice in the 
Council of Arches. I believe 
the Underside needs places 
of neutrality to promote deals 
as well as open and safe talks 
between gangs, and I will 
make sure that these areas 
are maintained for all of 
London Under.” 

Jack, Sacred Circle  
“I seek only to ensure that we 
are not all lost to the beast of 
Progress. In these days of 
turmoil and uncertainty I will 
protect London Under and all 
who live our ways with a fury 
unknown since I was asked to 
help burn Rome to the 
ground to battle Progress 
first. May the guardians guide 
you to where your heart 
should be.” 

  

Gull, Imperial Meritocracy 
“The Imperial Meritocracy of 
Maritime Avians will be good 
for London Under. There 
should be much less conflict 
of interest than with any 
other prospect. Also, there 
are around 80,000 of us. If we 
were lacking Ravens for the 
Tower and disaster was 
imminent we would totally 
get a few of us to black up (in 
a racially sensitive manner) to 
pretend to be ravens.” 
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Things got a little fraught at 
last year’s Floating Market, 
when Ned Tompion - famed 
swordsman and bodyguard 
to the Queen of Clocks - 
turned up dead the day 
before. 
 
During the Market itself the 
culprit - Ruby Corday of the 
Neon Court - was 
apprehended and taken into 
custody by the Wardmote 
officers present. She claimed 
publically to have been 
acting under the orders of 
the Pearly Princess - a claim 
which was refuted by Kit 
Karney, Her Highness’ right 
hand man.  Corday was then 
removed for questioning. 

MURDER, SHE WROTE 
The Openers amongst our 
readership will know that 
travel around the Underside 
has been somewhat 
problematic over the last 
year.  
 
Openings were turned off 
immediately prior to the 
Floating Market of 2014, 
when the Queen of Clocks 
commissioned a rite from the 
Gap to close them down until 
Tompion’s murderer had 
been apprehended. It seems 
that, despite these 
conditions having been met, 
the ability to Open has not 
been reinstated.  
 
We asked a spokesperson for   

OPENINGS STILL OFFLINE  
the Earl of the Gap to 
comment on this oversight: 
 
“The effects of the rite were 
reversed immediately after 
the last Market. It should be 
working.” 
 
But Openers all over the city 
report to the contrary. Is the 
Earl holding out on the 
Underside? Is this another play 
for political power?  
 
Don’t forget that Opening 
used to be the prerogative of 
the nobility until Lord Portico’s 
death 20 years ago. Do the 
current restrictions herald a 
return to a less classless 
society? 

The Above Crossrail project has uncovered a previously locked 
Opening containing 30 victims of the Bubonic plague, 
suspected of being ‘not dead enough’. This is further evidence 
of a need for greater control on Above activities, as well as the 
damage done by the Gap’s failure to restore Opening abilities. 
 
Measures are in place to deal with the possibility of another 
outbreak. If you see a plague zombie, however, please report 
it to your nearest gentle or Alderman as soon as possible. 
 

HOW DO THEY RISE UP  

Corday is still enjoying a 
prolonged stay in the 
Wardmote’s cells. Members 
of the Neon Court have 
apparently been vehement 
in their objections over this, 
and over the Wardmote’s 
refusal to admit visitors.  
 
Our sources have informed 
us, however, that Corday 
has not changed her tune 
and continues to point the 
accusing finger in the 
direction of the 
Costermonger’s gentle. The 
question is: what did the 
Pearly Princess have against 
Ned Tompion to warrant a 
contracted hit? 
 
 

There are mixed reports on 
what Progress is, who controls 
it (or doesn’t) and what it 
wants. But this we know: it’s 
now claimed the Jerusalem 
Tavern (venue for last year’s 
Market) and St. Bart’s Hospital, 
the only medical facility open to 
Undersiders. We understand 
that Ash of the Ghillie Dhu put 
up a valiant fight in defence of 
Bart’s, but was forced to 
withdraw. Where will it go 
next? Is nowhere safe? 

THE MARCH OF 
PROGRESS 

The plans for the Above 
government to move the 
Prime Meridian to Africa have 
been cancelled, due to the 
purchase of the unfinished 
atomic clock project by a 
private investor. Sources say 
the project is back online and 
should be completed by late 
2017. How will the clock 
impact the power of the 
Meridian? What will this mean 
for the Gap’s control of the 
leys? Expert opinions are 
called for! 

TIME WILL 
STAND STILL 

The trade in artefacts has 
recently undergone a 
revolution. Literally. Items are 
being smuggled into the 
country from occupied places 
such as Syria… and it seems 
that home-grown artefacts are 
going back the other way. A 
spate of thefts suggests that 
the smugglers are acquiring to 
order. Is this - not just a trade 
in goods - but a trade in 
weapons? Keep your valuables 
locked up, Undersiders! 

HAVE YOU SEEN 
THIS ARTEFACT? The Underling Paper offers 

its personal congratulations 
to the brave citizen who 
dealt with the rogue 
Screaming Sheba earlier this 
year. It was an epic struggle, 
with only minimal collateral 
damage. Bloody well done! 

BACK IN BRONZE 

 

 

RACING  
RAT 
RESULTS 

It’s exciting times for all you racing rat fans out there.  Scandal hit the track with a 
substance abuse disqualification meaning that newly promoted Crossrail lost their star 
player, leading to a 4-0 trouncing by Jubilee. Elsewhere Northern West drew 2-2 in an 
exciting bout against bitter rivals Northern East, East London defeated ELD 3-0 and 
Victoria won a closely contested game againt North Heights 1-0. Picadilly left the 
Aldwych defence reeling during a 3-0 victory and Hammersmith & City looked inspired 
during their 4-1 victory against the usually high flying DLR. Central look in trouble this 
season following yet another defeat, this time 3-0 aganst District. Rounding out the 
results we have Circle beating Mail 2-0, Metropolitan drawing with London Link 1-1 and 
a no score draw between Waterloo & City and Bakerloo. Until next time sports fans! 


